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Lauren Wilson
Roundabout Publications Writer

Your local business spotlight, good news stories & new openings!

Choose Local - Your Family Historian: Tracing Your Family Tree

Have you ever wondered who you 
are, and where you come from? 
Have you tried to trace your family 
tree, but got lost along the way? Or 
would you like to find out more about 
a DNA result? Your Family Historian 
can help you to find the answers 
you’re looking for.

Andy Robson, who’s a Professional 
Genealogist and Family Historian, 
launched his business last year 
alongside his partner and Business 
Manager, Deb Ismay.

Deb says, ‘Our goal is to help people 
connect with their past. This can vary 
from researching and writing a full 
family history for a client, to helping 
someone who’s hit a genealogy 
‘brick wall’ get back on track with 
their own research.’

Andy’s background is in Electrical 
Power Engineering, but he has 40 
years of experience as a genealogist. 
When his workplace closed down last 
year due to COVID-19, he and Deb 
decided to take the leap into running 
their own genealogy business.

They provide mentoring and support, 
as well as a research service for 
tracking down clients’ ancestors and 
creating their family tree. 

While the majority of their clients are 
based here in the North East, they 
also have clients across the UK - and 
even as far away as San Francisco 

in California and Adelaide in South 
Australia!

Andy says his favourite part of the 
job is the sense of achievement: 
‘Tracing your Family Tree involves a 
lot of hard work, and there are many 
falls and stumbles along the way. But 
it’s worth it! Genealogy has been my 
passion for forty years, and yet every 
day I still make new discoveries.’

Deb says, ‘For me, it’s the reaction 
of our clients. The surprise and 
pleasure when they get their family 
history reports and read the stories 
of their ancestors or the sheer elation 
when a block that’s sometimes 
plagued them for years is solved.’

Andy is an Associate of AGRA, 
which is the professional body for his 
field in England and Wales. 

For more information, visit 
their website at https://www.
yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/, or give 
them a call on 07434 649839.
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Geoff Holland
Local Writer

Geoff Holland is the author of four books of self-guided 
walks & he has been widely published in a range of  
outdoor magazines. A number of his latest poems  

appear in the books, `Green Spaces Parks, Poetry & 
Hidden Nature in North Tyneside` & `Places of Poetry 

Mapping the Nation in Verse`

Northumberland & Border Walks: A Likely Proposition

For my first walk of September, I had 
a hankering for something a wee 
bit novel - preferably a hill I hadn’t 
previously climbed. However, after 
years of tramping the Cheviot Hills, I 
knew that this would not be an easy 
task. A forensic examination of the 
Ordnance Survey map was most 
definitely called for! In the event, 
I settled on Ainsey Knowe, a 489 
metre high top lying three kilometres 
south of Breamish Head, a hill that 
is dwarfed by its nearest neighbours, 
Cushat Law and Bloodybush Edge. 

I was champing at the bit by the 
time the sun crept out of bed on the 
first day of the month, the streets 
of Monkseaton deserted after the 
hustle and bustle of the lake summer 
Bank Holiday. 

A sinuous single track road through 
the Breamish Valley led me to my 
starting point. Once out of my car, 
I realised that I was standing below 
a tightly packed line of swallows 
resting on an overhead wire, their 
dark, glossy blue backs reflecting the 
bright early morning sun. Soon, they 
would be flying south. 

I was heading west, first along 
the private road to the hamlet of 
Linhope, and then the rough track 
towards Linhope Spout. This is a 
popular spot for all manner of folk, 
with a spectacular waterfall tumbling 
eighteen metres down a near-
vertical rock face to a deep plunge 
pool below. 

My route, however, took me over 
the moor caught between the River 
Breamish to the south and the 
Linhope Burn to the north, the honey 
sweet smell of flowering heather and 
the slightly elevated staging post 
of Rig Cairn, a place to pause and 
enjoy the extensive view. And then 
it was onto High Cantle, a tiny cairn 
marking its tufted top, a buzzard 
circling overhead and the ideal spot 
for a quick banana break. 

Standing there, with a superb bird’s 
eye panorama of the Upper Breamish 
Valley, I considered the possible 
routes to Ainsey Knowe. Then, with 
a plan in mind, I descended sharply 
to the lush valley floor, crossed to the 
opposite bank of the twinkling River 
Breamish and started to follow a 
well-concealed, steeply rising track 
up the north eastern flanks of Ainsey 
Knowe. It was tough going in the 
warm conditions, and with the track 
soon petering out, I was left, like so 
many times before, to find my own 
way over increasingly rough and 
featureless terrain. 

Unperturbed, I plodded on, and 
twenty-five leg-aching minutes after 
leaving the river behind I reached 
the unmarked top of Ainsey Knowe. 
The sense of space was immense, 
a vast tract of moorland reaching 
out towards the high ground of 
Cushat Law and Bloodybush Edge, 
a plethora of other familiar hills in all 
directions. I stood quietly, savouring 
the luxury of my first visit, the 
novelty of the new, and a feeling of 
excitement that I knew I would never 
quite be able to capture again on 
this particular hill. I was reluctant to 
leave.

But, as Isaac Newton once said, 
‘What goes up must come down’! 
So down I went to the head of Black 
Cleugh, a dark, almost impenetrable, 
gash in the eastern face of Ainsey 
Knowe, a tangle of deep heather 
and head high bracken to negotiate 
before the gradient finally eased me 
back to the billiard table green of the 
valley floor. 

Across the river stood the deserted 
farm of High Bleakhope tucked up 
snugly beneath the steeply angled 
slopes of Low Cantle. I had now 
achieved my main goal, but with one, 
not insubstantial, hill still to visit, and 
my sandwiches yet to eat, I picked 
up my pace as I headed for Shill 
Moor, the highest point of my walk.



Financial advice made personal
We recognise that talking about money and finances is personal – sometimes sensitive. So it’s reassuring 
to know that there’s someone on hand who can help you address your needs, understand your goals and 
realise your dreams.

We offer a friendly and approachable service, backed by the strength and security of FTSE 100 company, 
St. James’s Place Wealth Management; and being local means we’re here to help whenever you need us. 

Let’s start a conversation.

H2SJP1411 05/21

PSG WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD
Senior Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority)  
for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products.  

The ‘St. James’s Place Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

Mob: 07887 676406  |  Tel: 01740 617720  
Email: edward.midgley@sjpp.co.uk  |  www.psgwealth.co.uk

Edward Midgley FPFS Certs CII (MP & ER) 
Chartered Financial Planner

*This is a lifetime mortgage or home reversion plan. To understand the features  
and risks associated with such products, please ask for a personalised illustration.

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING ADVICE IN LATER LIFE, INCLUDING EQUITY RELEASE*
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Terry Took
Local Writer

Terry Took was born in Yorkshire but has lived in Tynemouth for over 
fifty years. He spent forty-five years in the Merchant Navy, which 
included twenty-seven years as a North Sea Pilot. He then spent 

five years as a lecturer in the Marine Department of South Tyneside 
College. He is now an Elder Brother in Trinity House. Terry can be 

contacted by email at tookterence@gmail.com.

All at Sea: Red Sea to Persian Gulf

1967 was another auspicious year.  

Ronald Reagan was inaugurated 
as President of the United States 
on January 2nd; Dr James Bedford 
became the first person to be 
cryonically preserved on January 
12th;  Milton Keynes was launched 
as a New Town on the 23rd; whilst, 
on February 7th  serious bushfires 
in Tasmania destroyed 65,300 acres 
of bush land.  On January 27th, 
the Dutch Government supported 
Britain’s membership to the EEC.

On March 4th of that year the first 
North Sea gas was pumped ashore 
at Easington in East Yorkshire. On 
March 18th the ‘Torrey Canyon’ ran 
aground on the Seven Stones reef 
off Land’s End and on the 29th of 
that month was bombed by the RAF 
in an attempt to burn off the 130,000 
tons of crude oil that was leaking 
from the tanker.

Meanwhile, the ‘British Maple’ on 
January 4th was serenely sailing 
into the New Year through the Red 
Sea and heading for the Persian 
Gulf. She was preparing to load a full 
cargo - 19,000 tons - in Abadan, part 
of it for Suez, the port that she had 
just passed.

The Red Sea in January is at 
its coolest with an average air 
temperature of 21°C (70°F) and a 
sea temperature of 19°C so this is 
when it is at its most pleasant. In 
July, the air temperature averages 
32°C (90° F), the sea temperature 
reaches about 26°C, and as a result 
the air can be humid and unpleasant!

About halfway down the Red Sea 
on the Egyptian side lies the small 
Daedalus Reef, where Icarus, who 
was Daedalus’ son, flew too high 
and too close to the sun. As the 
story goes, this melted the glue 
holding his new wings to his body, 
and he crashed into the sea at this 
point. The reef is around 1300 feet 

long by 300 feet wide (it must have 
been a huge crash!) and has had a 
lighthouse built on it since the mid-
19th century. Still in existence, the 
lighthouse warns mariners of the 
dangers of Icarus’ downfall!

The light flashed from a good 
distance away as we proceeded 
Southwards, past Jeddah which 
is the port for Mecca then past the 
Farazan Islands opposite the Dahlak 
Archipelago, to follow the main deep 
water route to Zuqar Island and the 
Hanish Islands where, 20 years or 
so earlier, before radar became part 
of ship’s equipment, two BP tankers 
embarrassingly grounded side by 
side in a sand storm.

Then we headed for the narrow 
Straits of Bab-el-Mandep passing 
Perim Island which was, in the past, a 
huge coaling station for British ships, 

being a strategic point between the 
Suez Canal and  India.

On past Aden where the British 
Army had for some years been 
experiencing problems from the local 
tribesmen who were rebelling against 
the British, who had established a 
territory there in 1839. It was founded 
as a base for ships heading for India 
and was made a Crown Colony in 
1931. This early in 1967 the troubles 
were not going away but would have 
little effect on us on this occasion as 
we sailed into the Indian Ocean to 
follow the Arabian Coast towards the 
Persian Gulf.
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new name, same team, 
same promise

Gary Staker branches in Monkseaton and 
Shiremoor have changed name to William 

Purves Funeral Directors.     

The same team continue to deliver compassion dedication 
integrity and respect 24/7 every day of the year.   

  
Funeral arranging, free plans of wishes, prepayment 

plans, memorials, and bereavement aftercare.

Monkseaton  
0191 252 3635

Shiremoor 
0191 253 2529

williampurves.co.uk

Sudoku
Fill in each of the grids so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9, with no repetition. 
You solve the puzzles with reasoning and logic - there’s no maths involved and no adding up! 

Su
do

ku
 #

1

Su
do

ku
 #

2

Dingbats:

Riddles:

1. 2.

3. 4.

1. The more you take, the more you leave behind. 
    What am I?

2. I’m tall when I’m young and I’m short when I’m    
    old. What am I?

3. What has hands but can’t clap?

4. If you have me, you want to share me. If you  
    share me, you haven’t got me. What am I?

Puzzles, Dingbats & Riddles:
Solutions on PG.14



9PLEASE MENTION ROUNDABOUT PUBLICATIONS WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS



10 PLEASE MENTION ROUNDABOUT PUBLICATIONS WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS

Charlie Steel
Local Writer

Further reading for many of Charlie’s articles can be found in his 
books: ‘Monkseaton Village’ (Vol. 1 & 2), ‘North Shields Public 

Houses, Inns & Taverns’ (Part 1 & 2), ‘Tynemouth Remembered’ 
and ‘Whitley Bay Remembered’ (Part 1 & 2). All are published by 
Summerhill Books. Find out more information on the Monkseaton 

Village Facebook Page. 

Local History: Old Hartley

The place name ‘Hartley is first 
attested in the Pipe Rolls for 1167, 
where it appears under the name of 
‘Hertelawa’, which means ‘Stag Hill.’

Old Hartley was the name given to 
the entire area between the Briar 
Dene at Whitley and the Seaton Burn 
on the Blyth coastal road. At one 
time, Seaton Sluice actually formed 
part of the old village of Hartley.

The huge influence of the famous 
Delaval family is reflected by the 
many public houses in this area, all 
of which bear a connection to their 
name. These include The Delaval 
Arms, The Astley Arms (the Astley 
family being direct descendants of 
the Delavals), The Melton Constable 
(named for the southern seat of 
Lord Hastings, who was also a 
descendant of the Delavals), and 
The Waterford Arms (for Susanna, 
Marchioness of Waterford, who was 
the granddaughter of Lord Delaval).

The Delaval Arms public house 
is a mid-18th century, stone-built 
structure with third floor attic rooms. 
The attic windows to the eastern and 
western gables have long since been 
sealed up, with the probable reason 
being due to the unpopular Window 
Tax of the time. However, the worn 
sandstone apertures are still visible. 
Rear wings were added to the 
building in the mid-19th century, 
and a later curved single storey 
extension which was probably added 
in the early 1900s as a type of ‘Bottle 
and Jug’.

With its unique architecture, the 
building occupies a prominent 
position on a slight elevation at the 
southernmost end of Old Hartley. It 
has been a Grade II listed building 
since the 19th of May 1950.

Collywell Bay was a railway 
station terminus, built in 1913-14 
and fed from a spur running from 
Monkseaton Station through Briar 

Dene and Old Hartley to Seaton 
Sluice. The intention was to try and 
promote Seaton Sluice as a resort, 
and the name Collywell Bay was 
chosen as it was considered a more 
suitable and appealing name. 

Although the line was constructed, 
the financial impact of the First World 
War saw its abandonment in 1931. 
Remnants of the line still remain, with 
stone bridge parapets to the rear of 
Whitley Cemetery and another at the 
western end of the ‘Beehive Road’. 
The railway embankment is still 
clearly visible between these points.

The station stood on a site close to 
the junction of Budworth Avenue and 
Malvern Road, and was eventually 
demolished in 1964.

The name Collywell Bay was 

derived from the Collywell Dyke, a 
geological feature named after the 
various rock structures which form 
the nearby cliffs. Adjoining these 
cliffs, a small, rocky outcrop with an 
isolated sandstone pinnacle known 
as Charlie’s Garden (sometimes 
spelled as ‘Charley’s’ Garden) lies to 
the edge of Collywell Bay Road. It is 
believed that this name was adopted 
from a local villager, Mr Charles 
Dockwray, who cultivated it during 
the 1800s.

Over the years, the pinnacle has 
since suffered severe sea erosion 
which has now separated it from the 
mainland.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS & WHAT’S ON
Clubs, societies, groups, classes & local events.

SOLUTIONS
Puzzles, Dingbats & Riddles:
Sudoku #1 Sudoku #2

Riddles:
1. Footsteps   2. Candle/
pencil 3. A clock    
4. A secret

Dingbats:
1. Cut above the rest  
2. Breakfast  3. West Indies   
4. Ice-cube

Wed 1st Sept
North Tyneside Age UK - Improving 
Strength and Balance
3:30pm - 4:30pm, Linskill Centre, 
North Shields

Sat 4th Sept
North Tyneside Together Festival
Northumberland Square, North Shields

Sat 4th - Sun 5th Sept
Tynemouth Market
Tynemouth Metro Station, Tynemouth

Mon 6th Sept
Ducklings: Adult and child sessions 
to help develop water confidence in 
babies and toddlers
12:30pm - 1:30pm, Hadrian Park 
Leisure Centre, Wallsend

Wed 8th Sept
Ocean Film Festival;
7:30pm, PLAYHOUSE, Whitley Bay

Wed 8th Sept
HoHo Meeting: Kath Smith, ‘A Street 

Through Time’
2pm, Holy Saviours Parish Centre, 
Tynemouth

Sat 11th - Sun 12th Sept
Feast by the Sea
Spanish City, Whitley Bay

Sat 11th - Sun 12th Sept
Tynemouth Market
Tynemouth Metro Station, Tynemouth

Thurs 16th Sept
This Is For The NHS Festival
5pm - 10:30pm, Exhibition Park, 
Newcastle
Tickets: Free for Newcastle and 
Northumberland NHS staff, £45 for 
general admission.

Sat 18th Sept
The Matinee Murder: Family Friendly 
Murder Mystery
1pm - 5pm, The Word, South Shields
Tickets: £3.50 adult, £2.50 child, 
£10.50 family of four

Sat 18th - Sun 19th Sept 
Tynemouth Market
Tynemouth Metro Station, Tynemouth

Sat 25th Sept
Gala Opening Concert with Bradley 
Crestwick MBE
7:30pm, St Mary’s Church, Whitley Bay

Sat 25th - Sun 26th Sept
Tynemouth Food Festival
Tynemouth Priory and Castle, 
Tynemouth

Sat 25th - Sun 26th Sept
Tynemouth Market
Tynemouth Metro Station, Tynemouth

---- 

Upcoming event you’d like people to 
know about? Let us know at 
hello@roundaboutpublications.co.uk



B O O K  O N L I N E  A T  L T C L I N I C . C O . U K

The Town Hall, High Street East, Wallsend, NE28 7RR
louise@ltclinic.co.uk

Sports Therapy Clinic

Sports Massage

Injury Assessment + Treatment

Medical Acupuncture

Therapeutic Ultrasound

Electrotherapy

Rehabilitation Exercises

Wellbeing Clinic

Pregnancy Massage      

Swedish Massage      

Aromatherapy      

Reflexology      

Hot Stone Massage      

Deep Tissue Massage

07500 698 480

For Injury, 
Rehabilitation and 

Wellbeing




